Hosea Chapter 1



Treasures from the Book of Hosea

Hosea 1: [1] The word of the LORD that came unto Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.



1. The Circumstances
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The Book of Hosea begins with the statement, “the word of the LORD that came unto Hosea.”


Hosea was the prophet of God living in the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah.


His ministry began when Uzziah was King of Judah and Jeroboam was King of Israel.

Hosea prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah kings of Judah.

Hosea’s ministry began during the reign of Jeroboam king of Israel around 770BC. 
Thus Hosea’s ministry was assigned to the N. Kingdom of Israel and lasted more than 40 years.

The circumstances in the N. Kingdom of Israel were prosperous but perverse.

Israel seemed to have no worries, living comfortably and they were carefree but careless.

While Israel prospered materially there was great spiritual decay.

It was a period of falsehood, violence, bloodshed, oppression and perversion of justice.

The people had turned from serving the Lord God to serving false gods.

It was during this time that God raised up Hosea. The name of Hosea means “salvation.”

Hosea 1: [2] The beginning of the word of the LORD by Hosea. And the LORD said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the LORD.



2. The Command of the Lord
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Hosea begins to write by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit what the Lord told Hosea to do.


God told Hosea to get married to a woman who would become unfaithful to Hosea.


God’s will or directions at times are difficult to follow or understand.   

I am sure this was a difficult command for Hosea but God expects us to be obedient.

Isaiah 55:8-9

[8] For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.
[9] For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
* How we admire the obedience a dog shows to its master! Archibald Rutledge wrote that one day he met a man whose dog had just been killed in a forest fire. Heartbroken, the man explained to Rutledge how it happened. Because he worked out-of-doors, he often took his dog with him. That morning, he left the animal in a clearing and gave him a command to stay and watch his lunch bucket while he went into the forest. His faithful friend understood, for that's exactly what he did. Then a fire started in the woods, and soon the blaze spread to the spot where the dog had been left. But he didn't move. He stayed right where he was, in perfect obedience to his master's word. With tearful eyes, the dog's owner said, "I always had to be careful what I told him to do, because I knew he would do it." 

When God directs us to do something, we must be careful not to analyze and figure to see if it is logical.

What God wants us to do is to obey Him and trust Him.

God had a specific plan and purpose for asking Hosea to marry this woman.

God wanted to use this situation as a picture of God’s relationship with Israel.

Hosea will become God’s daysman and God’s allegory to Israel.

God will teach Hosea of God’s love for Israel though Israel is unfaithful to God.

God’s love is steadfast and His commitment is unbroken.

Yet Israel, like Hosea’s wife was adulterous and unfaithful. 
Hosea will learn what God feels as Israel spurns God’s love.
Hosea 1: [3] So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim; which conceived, and bare him a son.



3. The Compliance
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Hosea did not argue, though he may not have wanted to marry Gomer, in obedience to the Lord he did. 
Gomer was the daughter of Diblaim.

The name “Gomer” means completion or to bring to an end.

Gomer was a woman of beauty and yet a woman of sin.

Gomer knew exactly how to get what she wanted from men.

The ways of Gomer would lead her to become unsatisfied, unfulfilled and empty in life.

Her way would come to an abrupt end and she would be broken.

A. The Home
Hosea and Gomer had a wonderful home and she conceived and bare Hosea a son.  

The home is the f SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1oundation of society. A nation is no stronger than the homes that populate it.

B. Marriage

Marriage is the s SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1trategic position of the home. God has placed the sanctity of marriage within the home.


God made marriage and gave it to mankind. 
Matthew 19:6

[6] Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

God gave the first bride away and God performed the first ceremony between Adam and Eve.
The successful home and marriage must have God.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Marriage is a sacred and a holy union vowed before God.

Hebrews 13:4 

[4] Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.

Marriage can not be broken by a fit of temper or by self will.

Only 2 acts can break marriage, death and unfaithfulness. Unfaithfulness can rip a marriage in two.

In the Old Testament the guilty parties of unfaithfulness were put to death, Lev. 20:10. 

Leviticus 20:10

[10] And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.

Marriage is a picture of Christ and His bride the church.

Jesus is never guilty of unfaithfulness, but the church many times is unfaithful to her Groom.
C. Motherhood
Obviously  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1the mother is very important in the home. Many children have overcome the handicap of a bad father but seldom do children turn out right when the mother is bad.

A sorry father is a serious handicap, but a good mother more than compensates.


When a mother goes wrong, the tragedy is immeasurable.


Shortly Hosea will live out the heartbreak of a broken home cause by the immorality of the mother.

Hosea 1: [4] And the LORD said unto him, Call his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to cease the kingdom of the house of Israel.
[5] And it shall come to pass at that day, that I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.


4. The Concepts of the Children’s Names



A. Jezreel
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God told Hosea what to name this first child, “call his name Jezreel.”


Jezreel means, God will scatter.


It means this home, this marriage and this mother will soon be scattered.

If Hosea is the picture of God and Israel, then God is saying that Israel will be scattered.

This scattering of the N. Kingdom will happen because of the sin of the people.


God has “scattered” before. Remember the tower of Babel?


Genesis 11:7-9

[7] Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech.
[8] So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.
[9] Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

God will also scatter the N. Kingdom to avenge the innocent blood shed by the former King Jehu.
God commanded Jehu, 100 years earlier, to destroy the wicked descendants of King Ahab, 2Kings 9:6-8.

Remember King Ahab and Jezebel served false gods and killed Naboth and many righteous people, 1Kings 21.
Remember Naboth was from Jezreel and Jezebel had him killed so she could seize his vineyard. 
Jehu, according to 2Kings 10:11 and 10:30 was obedient to slay the descendants of the house of Ahab.

Jehu distorted God’s instructions and went beyond his command and he killed many innocent people.

Jehu took it upon himself to kill King Ahaziah, the King of Judah, 2Kings 9:27.

Jehu also disobeyed God’s Word and followed false gods. 

For these sins God will scatter the house of Jehu.

God will take vengeance upon those who wrong people; you just let God have His way.

Romans 12:19

[19]…..Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.

History would tell us that Jeroboam’s son Zechariah was assassinated after 6 months ending the house of Jehu. 
According to verse 5, God will break the power of Israel, in the valley of Jezreel.

God said He would scatter.

Did you know that in this valley of Jezreel, lies a place called Armageddon?
At Armageddon, the anti-Christ and the armies of the world will be defeated by the Lord Jesus.
Hosea 1:[6] And she conceived again, and bare a daughter. And God said unto him, Call her name Lo-ruhamah: for I will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will utterly take them away.
[7] But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by the LORD their God, and will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horsemen.


B. Lo-Ruhamah
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We read that Gomer conceived again. This time it did not say that Gomer bore the child of Hosea.

It is very possible that the home of Hosea and Gomer became scattered after the first child.

Thus Hosea was not the natural father of this second child. 
Gomer has had an affair and is acting in adultery.

For this, Hosea could have her and her partner stoned to death.
Yet, God tells Hosea what to name this child “call her name Lo-ruhamah.”

Hosea will raise this little girl as his own. Maybe Gomer is attempting to “stay and stray.”

Anyway, “Lo-ruhamah” means not pitied or no mercy.
Lo-ruhamah describes Gomer’s attitude toward Hosea and Israel’s attitude toward the Lord.

Israel had no compassion or tenderness for the Lord. They were disobedient. 

When the scattering of the home of Hosea begins, God will withhold mercy.

When the scattering of the nation of Israel begins, God will withhold mercy.  

God will withhold His mercy from a defiant and hardhearted people.

According to verse 7, God will have no mercy on Israel but will have mercy on Judah and save them.

Hosea ministered to Jeroboam, Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah and Hoshea kings of Israel.

Please read 2 Kings 15:8-10, 13-15 and 25. This records 3 bloody assassinations of kings in Israel.

Assassination after assassination for power and the kingship of Israel was taking place.

In fact during Hoshea’s reign Israel was carried away by the Assyrians.

God said He would scatter and withhold mercy.

2 Kings 17:6-7

[6] In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.
[7] For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God

God did scatter Israel and He withheld His mercy as Israel was taken captive by Assyria.

But God will have mercy on Judah and save them for the Assyrians.
2Kings 17:18

[18] Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there was none left but the tribe of Judah only.

Now Assyria did come to try and capture Judah but Judah called on the name of the Lord.

King Hezekiah cried mightily unto the Lord and the Lord spared Judah.

2 Kings 19:35

[35] And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 
Hosea 1: [8] Now when she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived, and bare a son. [9] Then said God, Call his name Lo-ammi: for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God.

C. Lo-Ammi
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Gomer had another child right after Lo-ruhamah was weaned.

Again, Hosea was not the natural father of this child either.

God instructs Hosea what to name the child, “call his name Lo-ammi.”

Lo-ammi means not my people.

Israel did not want God and neither did they want to belong to God.

This certainly sounds a lot like modern day America.

For their rejection of God, Israel has been disowned. 

They are not God’s spiritual children but like Hosea, God has been raising them. 
Israel has been backsliding and drifting on God and this caused severe consequences and chastisement. 

When we are drifting on God we flirt with temptation and become bolder and bolder with it.

We spend less and less time in scripture, prayer and attendance to church services.

We make sin out to be a small matter.

We become comfortable in carnal living.

We make God’s commands out to be hardships rather than delight.

The world becomes more attractive to us that the Lord Jesus. 
· When we are drifting on God we become a spiritual Popsicle.

· We are only comfortable attending Deep Freeze Baptist pastured by Dr. Jack Frost.

God will not let the child of God go undisciplined, severe consequences are coming.  

Proverbs 13:15

[15] Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.

Hosea 1: [10] Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God. [11] Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be gathered together, and appoint themselves one head, and they shall come up out of the land: for great shall be the day of Jezreel.

5. The Comfort of God’s Promise
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Hosea has been giving Israel a message of warning. God will carry out His word.


In verse 10, God has Hosea proclaim a message of hope.


This is proclaimed before the discipline because God knows the chastisement will cause Israel to repent.


When Israel repents, God will turn this situation around.
In the very place of failure and barrenness, the place where Israel was disowned, God will turn this into victory, fruitfulness and blessing.


Israel will no longer be a divided nation but will become an innumerable united force.


Where they were once disowned they would be called “the sons of the living God.”


God will use severe chastisement to discipline His people for correction.


Praise the Lord, God can turn defeat into victory.


God can restore what sin has robbed from us.


God can restore divided relationships, broken friendships and marriages.


Joel 2:25

[25] And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you. 
Sin may ruin us but grace will restore us.

Satan may knock us down, but we don’t have to be knocked out.

We may be pressed by sin, but we don’t have to be pinned.

God’s grace can overcome any failure in our lives.

Hosea closes this chapter with the words “great shall be the day of Jezreel.”

Understand that Jezreel means scattered; scattered like sowing seed. Praise God the seed will come up.

One day, Israel will look to Jesus as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

What a great day, when Israel repents and looks to the Lord Jesus.

Zechariah 12:10

[10] And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.

