Hosea Chapter 10



Treasures from the Book of Hosea

Hosea 10: [1] Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself: according to the multitude of his fruit he hath increased the altars; according to the goodness of his land they have made goodly images. [2] Their heart is divided; now shall they be found faulty: he shall break down their altars, he shall spoil their images. [3] For now they shall say, We have no king, because we feared not the LORD; what then should a king do to us? [4] They have spoken words, swearing falsely in making a covenant: thus judgment springeth up as hemlock in the furrows of the field. [5] The inhabitants of Samaria shall fear because of the calves of Beth-aven: for the people thereof shall mourn over it, and the priests thereof that rejoiced on it, for the glory thereof, because it is departed from it. [6] It shall be also carried unto Assyria for a present to king Jareb: Ephraim shall receive shame, and Israel shall be ashamed of his own counsel. [7] As for Samaria, her king is cut off as the foam upon the water. [8] The high places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be destroyed: the thorn and the thistle shall come up on their altars; and they shall say to the mountains, Cover us; and to the hills, Fall on us. [9] O Israel, thou hast sinned from the days of Gibeah: there they stood: the battle in Gibeah against the children of iniquity did not overtake them. [10] It is in my desire that I should chastise them; and the people shall be gathered against them, when they shall bind themselves in their two furrows. [11] And Ephraim is as an heifer that is taught, and loveth to tread out the corn; but I passed over upon her fair neck: I will make Ephraim to ride; Judah shall plow, and Jacob shall break his clods.


1. Spiritual Sickness
Sentenced
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The grapevine was a common symbol or emblem for the nation of Israel.


God says “Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself.”


Israel has been blessed mightily with abundance, but their fruit was misused.


Israel “hath increased the altars: according to the goodness of his land they have made goodly images.” 


God had blessed Israel with plenty but Israel gave the glory to pagan idols.


The more Israel prospered, the more their priorities were misplaced.


Israel misused God’s blessings and provisions. Israel was ungrateful to God. 


When we forget what God has done we tend to get hard hearted.


Luke 12:16-21


[16]….The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:

[17] And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow 
my fruits?

[18] And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow 
all my fruits and my goods.

[19] And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, 
eat, drink, and be merry.

[20] But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall 
those things be, which thou hast provided?

[21] So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.


The rich farmer was unthankful and gave no glory to God. 


All he wanted to do was eat, drink and be merry.


In verse 2, God says “Israel’s heart is divided.”


The word “divided” means smooth and deceitful. 


Israel had no trouble accepting the world’s sinfulness.


Like an unfaithful spouse saying the love their partner, all the while committing adultery with another.


Their so called love and devotion was just a big lie. 


Remember Hosea had personally experienced with his own wife Gomer.


God has found Israel “faulty” and they will be held guilty and accountable.


God will not put up with Israel’s grievous sins anymore.


God will “break down their altars”, and He will “spoil their images.”


God will bring destruction upon the nation of Israel for their sinful hard-hearted ways.


In verse 3, God says they shall say “we have no king, because we have not feared the Lord.”


Israel is paying tribute to the foreign power of Assyria.


Israel promised to pay tribute if Assyria would protect Israel.  


Israel has formed a dangerous worldly alliance rather than trusting God.


Assyria put more pressure upon Israel and Israel’s king was nothing more than a powerless puppet.


In verse 4, Israel has “spoken words, swearing falsely in making a covenant.”  


Israel had made promises to pay tribute to Assyria for protection.


Yet Israel’s words were no good. They continuously practiced deceit.


Israel would not look to the Lord, but to foreign worldly alliances.


2 Kings 17:3-5


[3] Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and Hoshea became his servant, and gave him 
presents.

[4] And the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea: for he had sent messengers to So king of 
Egypt, and brought no present to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year: therefore the king 
of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison.

[5] Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged 
it three years.

When the King of Assyria died, Israel’s King, Hoshea, rebelled and stopped paying tribute.


Israel turned to Egypt for help and the new king of Assyria came and carried Israel’s King away.


Psalm 101:7


[7] He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight. 

God will bring judgment on Israel and allow Israel to be carried away into captivity.


The beautiful fields of Israel will no longer yield a bountiful harvest, but will grow poisonous hemlocks instead.


Soon thorns and thistles will overtake the land of Israel. Israel will become a land of desolation.


In verse 5, God says that “the inhabitants of Samaria shall fear because of the calves of Bethaven.”


Those golden calves King Jeroboam originally set up and caused Israel to worship will not help Israel.


In fact, as Assyria comes to carry Israel away, Israel is concerned what will happen to those calves.


Israel is mourning over golden calves.

· God takes care of His people; we don’t have to take care of Him.


One of those calves was at Bethel which means the house of God.


God calls Bethel the name Bethaven, which means the house of wickedness and vanity. 


God knows that sin and corruption has defiled the people of God.


In verse 6, one of the golden calves of Israel was taken away and given to the king of Assyria as a trophy.


The common practice of Assyria was to take the idols of their enemies to prove Assyria’s dominance.


This caused Ephraim to be ashamed that their gods were stolen and could not defend themselves.


In fact Israel was also ashamed because the counsel of their foreign policy turned against them.


They thought Assyria (a type of the world) was their friend when in fact Assyria was their enemy.


How foolish to trust the world and not trust God.  


In verse 7, when the King of Israel rebelled against Assyria, he was carried away into captivity.


Psalm 55:23


[23] But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction: bloody and deceitful men 
shall not live out half their days; but I will trust in thee. 


In verse 8, God says all the pagan altars and the sin of Israel will be destroyed.


Soon thorns and thistles will take over the land of Israel.


In misery, the people of Israel would cry for the mountains and hills to fall upon them.


Israel will realize too late that they have trusted a lie.


Yet, Israel had rather die than humble themselves and repent.


In verse 9, God says that Israel is a sinful people.


Israel persisted in ungodliness and rebellion. 


God refers them to the wicked event at Gibeah where a Levites wife was repeatedly raped and murdered.


At Gibeah, Israel stood together to punish those guilty of such heinous sin.


Yet in Hosea’s day, those heinous sins were the common practice of the day.


Now, no one stands for righteousness in order to punish sin.


In verse 10, it is God’s desire to chastise Israel for their sin.


The guilty shall “bind themselves in their two furrows” means that Israel carries double guilt.


Israel had rejected God and served idols. Israel had divided as a nation and forsaken the Davidic line of Kings.


In verse 11, Ephraim in compared to an unmuzzled trained heifer who is treading out the corn.


Cattle would tread the corn with their feet while pulling a threshing sledge.


Being unmuzzled, the cattle could eat as they worked and as they wanted.


The way of the Lord is a way of joyful labor, meaningful labor, productive labor and fulfilling labor.

Yet Ephraim, would not give glory to God, but worshipped idols.


Ephraim was stubborn and rebellious and for this Ephraim will lose the privileges they had.


When you choose sin you have foolishly chosen the hard way.


Now God will bind Ephraim and force Ephraim to do hard labor in captivity.


Ephraim will be yoked, Judah shall plow and Jacob shall harrow the clods of the ground.

· Adam lost God’s blessings and had to till the ground by the sweat of his brow.

· Samson lost God’s blessings and was chained up blind at the grinding house.

· The prodigal son lost the blessings of the father and was restricted in the hogpen.

Hosea 10: [12] Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.



2. Spiritual Sowing Spoken
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In verse 12, God tells Israel what they should do. 


Judgment is coming, but they need to turn to the Lord.


God says “sow to yourselves righteousness, reap in mercy.”


Israel has sowed sin and would reap judgment.
 


Though judgment was coming, Israel needs to prepare for the next harvest.


What crop will Israel grow?


God says “break up your fallow ground.”


Fallow ground is hard, stubborn soil that resists the seed.


The hard ground must be plowed up and softened.


The hard heart cannot receive the precious seed of the word of God. Israel must repent.


God says “it is time to seek the Lord.”


When God says it is time, He means right now!


Israel must seek the Lord and self.


Deuteronomy 4:29


[29] But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with 
all thy heart and with all thy soul.

How long should Israel continuing breaking fallow ground, sowing righteousness and seeking the Lord?


“Till he come and rain righteousness upon you.”


We must keep working in truth and righteousness until Jesus comes for us!

Hosea 10: [13] Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the fruit of lies: because thou didst trust in thy way, in the multitude of thy mighty men. [14] Therefore shall a tumult arise among thy people, and all thy fortresses shall be spoiled, as Shalman spoiled Beth-arbel in the day of battle: the mother was dashed in pieces upon her children. [15] So shall Bethel do unto you because of your great wickedness: in a morning shall the king of Israel utterly be cut off.


3. Serious Stubbornness Scolded
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In verse 13, God says “ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity.”


The reason Israel was reaping judgment was because they had sowed sinfulness.


God had warned them and warned them, but they were stubborn.


Israel was a people that trusted their own way rather than God’s way.


Proverbs 14:12


[12] There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death


Proverbs 16:25 


[25] There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death

God says “ye have eaten the fruit of lies”, which means, your worship of idols is a sham.


Those false gods cannot help you, they are dead. Your worship is vain, you have trusted a lie.


In verse 14, God says that destruction is coming.


The Lord wanted Israel to remember the bloody battle of Betharbel.


King Shalmanesser spoiled the city of Betharbel.


At Betharbel, mothers and children were slaughtered without mercy.


Just as Betharbel took place, surely the Assyrians will do likewise to the entire nation of Israel.


Betharbel means the house of God’s court.


In verse 15, God says “so shall Bethel do unto you because of your great wickedness.”


At Bethel, which means the House of God, Israel worshipped golden calves and other idols.


Worshipping false gods such as Baal, Ashtaroth, Molech and practicing the occult has ruined Israel.


Practicing sexual fertility rites and accepting a godless lifestyle has destroyed Israel.


In one morning the king of Israel was carried away.


Life without God is fleeting.
