Hosea Chapter 2



Treasures from the Book of Hosea

Hosea 2: [1] Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi; and to your sisters, Ru-hamah.


1.   Restoration
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Hosea was the prophet commanded to marry a woman named Gomer.


Hosea and Gomer had a child together and Hosea was commanded to name the child Jezreel.

The name Jezreel means the Lord scatters.

The Lord has warned and is warning that Hosea’s home and marriage would be blown apart.

Gomer would prove unfaithful to Hosea and have two children out of adulterous relationships.

Hosea was commanded to name these children as well.

The name of the daughter was to be “Lo-ruhamah” which means not pitied.

The name of the next son was to be “Lo-ammi” which means not my people.

Hosea’s marriage and home was a picture of God’s relationship with Israel.

Israel was unfaithful to God.

At the close of the first chapter, Hosea prophesied that one day Israel will repent and be restored.

As chapter 2 begins, Hosea continues the prophecy about a future day in which Israel will be restored.

God tells Hosea to say to your brethren “Ammi” which means you are my people.

Hosea is to say “Ruhamah” which means you are loved and pitied.

This speaks that in a future day, after the discipline of God, Israel will repent and be restored.

This also speaks aobut Hosea’s home and marriage that will be restored in a future day after discipline.

Hosea 2: [2] Plead with your mother, plead: for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband: let her therefore put away her whoredoms out of her sight, and her adulteries from between her breasts; [3] Lest I strip her naked, and set her as in the day that she was born, and make her as a wilderness, and set her like a dry land, and slay her with thirst. [4] And I will not have mercy upon her children; for they be the children of whoredoms. [5] For their mother hath played the harlot: she that conceived them hath done shamefully: for she said, I will go after my lovers, that give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink.


2.  Rebuke
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God has Hosea to say to his own children “plead with your mother, plead.”


Gomer has left the home, the marriage and the children.

The word “plead” means to contend or strive. It is to rebuke and bring charges.

The children are to call upon their mother to stop her sinful lifestyle.

The children are to plead for their mother to stop her adulterous relationships. 

Hosea could have Gomer stoned for her adulteries but he loved her.

Hosea says “for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband.”

The marriage relationship had been broken because of Gomer’s adulterous unfaithful lifestyle.

Likewise, God wants individual righteous Israelites to plead with the nation to get right with God.

The relationship between Israel and the Lord was broken because of Israel’s sin.

In verses 3 and 4, God mentions the harsh consequences of sin that are coming if Israel will not repent.

Friend, sinful living has its consequences. There is pleasure in sin, but it is for a season.

If God’s people do not change they would be judged.

They would be stripped naked, shamed and humiliated like a helpless baby.

Israel would become a wilderness and a dry land.

The sinful living of Gomer may cause her to get a sexually transmitted disease.

She would no longer be able to bear children or to enjoy a normal lifestyle for the misery of her sin.

In verse 5, Gomer went after her illicit lovers as they gave gifts to her.

It is as if Gomer is trying to justify her adulterous actions.

Likewise, Israel was running after the false gods of surrounding nations.

These nations made trade agreements with Israel that provided them a means of luxuries.

Israel and Gomer think these so called gifts will satisfy them, but they will not.    

Proverbs 14:12

[12] There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death

Hosea 2: [6] Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns, and make a wall, that she shall not find her paths. [7] And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them; and she shall seek them, but shall not find them: then shall she say, I will go and return to my first husband; for then was it better with me than now. [8] For she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared for Baal.


3. Restraints
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To bring Israel to repentance, God promised to set a hedge of thorns around their path.


The Lord will keep Israel by a hedge.


God will block or obstruct Israel by placing thorns around them should they run after false gods.


Gomer and Israel had credited their blessings and provisions to their illicit lovers.


These roadblocks will steer Israel in the right direction to know who the true source of blessing was.


It was Hosea that God allowed to provide for Gomer.

It was God who was providing for Israel.

Proverbs 22:5

[5] Thorns and snares are in the way of the froward: he that doth keep his soul shall be far from them.

God will use circumstances and conflicts to hem you in.

Think of the prodigal son who landed in the hedge of a hoglot filled with feces, urine, rot and disease.

Think of Jonah who landed in the hedge of the belly of a whale filled with undigested fish.

This hedge not only blocks our sinfulness, but it protects us.

Job 1:9-11

[9] Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?
[10] Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.
[11] But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.

In verse 7, we see that though the path is blocked, Gomer and Israel still follow their lovers.

They are consumed by lust. They lost their reasoning and common sense.

But God said they would not catch their lovers.

What Israel and Gomer are seeking will not be realized.

Their plans will go up in smoke.

That’s what happens when you leave the Lord out of your life.

They look for love, joy and peace in all the wrong places. 

The hedge causes Israel and Gomer to see difficult times.

Finally they say that “I will go and return to my first husband; for then was it better with me than now.”

Gomer and Israel had forgotten that their husbands who were providing the blessings.

God and Hosea, provided for their spouses even though their spouses were wicked. 

· I wonder if Hosea brought groceries and money to the home of Gomer’s lover to take care of her.

· Yet, she took those provisions and wasted them with her illicit lover.

Israel took the blessings of God and spent them on serving the false god Baal.

How do we use the provisions that the Lord God has given to us?

Hosea 2: [9] Therefore will I return, and take away my corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the season thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax given to cover her nakedness. [10] And now will I discover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and none shall deliver her out of mine hand. [11] I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts. [12] And I will destroy her vines and her fig trees, whereof she hath said, These are my rewards that my lovers have given me: and I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the field shall eat them.
[13] And I will visit upon her the days of Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and she decked herself with her earrings and her jewels, and she went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the LORD.


4. Removal of Blessings
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God says that He will take away “my corn”, “my wine”, “my wool” and “my flax.”


If we are stubborn, sinful and selfish God may discipline us and take provisions away. 


God may remove blessings to bring us back to Him.


God may use afflictions to bring us back to Him.


Psalm 119:67

[67]  Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept thy word.

In verse 10, God says He would uncover the shame of Israel.

The surrounding nations will hold Israel in contempt.

Gomers lovers will be disgusted with her, refuse her and turn her away to the street.

God will make sure that Israel and Gomer have nothing.

· When the prodigal son ran out of money, nobody wanted anything to do with him.

In verse 11, God will remove the sources of joy and fellowship in Israel.

In verse 12, God will remove the vines and the fig trees.

God will turn the fields and the fruit trees into a forest for the wild beasts.

In verse 13, God will turn Israel over and forsake her to follow her false gods.

Soon Israel will be carried away into captivity by the Assyrians.

Hosea 2: [14] Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her. [15] And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt.


5. Reach
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As Israel and Gomer, hit the bottom, then God will “allure her.” 

Allure is a persuasive drawing influence. God is reaching out to Israel.

God will bring her into the wilderness.

Again God will soon allow the Assyrains to carry Israel away into captivity.

The wilderness will be a dry barren place of solitude.

God will “speak comfortably unto her.”

God will speak to the heart of Israel, when she is in the captivity of Assyria.

In verse 15, God says “I will give her vineyards.”

In other words, in the midst of the wilderness, God will meet the needs of Israel.

God will show Israel who the true source of blessing and provision really is.

God will give Israel the “valley of Achor for a door of hope.”

The valley of Achor means the place of great trouble.

It was in this place that Achan committed a great trespass and caused the defeat of Israel to Ai, Josh 7:26.

God says I will use the negativity of captivity to promote positivity a stir healing.

The place of trouble will become the place of hope.

Hosea 2: [15] And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt. [16] And it shall be at that day, saith the LORD, that thou shalt call me Ishi; and shalt call me no more Baali. [17] For I will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth, and they shall no more be remembered by their name. [18] And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the battle out of the earth, and will make them to lie down safely. [19] And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. [20] I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD. 


6. The Results
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As Israel repents, the Lord will put a song back in her heart.


Psalm 40:1-3
[1] I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry.
[2] He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.
[3] And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD.


In verse 16, the Lord says “thou shalt call me Ishi; and shalt call me no more Baali.”


The term “Ishi” means husband and the term “Baali” means master.


The relationship has changed from serving a master to a relationship with a husband.


Israel will repent and God will forgive her.

You see false gods do not want our love, they want our fear and slave like service.


But the Lord God wants our love and relationship with Him.


In verse 17, Israel would return to the Lord and forget her false gods.

In verse 18, Israel’s return to the Lord is accompanied by peace and great blessings.

In verses 19 and 20, the Lord and Israel have been reunited.

Hosea 2: [21] And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the LORD, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; [22] And the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel. [23] And I will sow her unto me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God


7. Restoration
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Israel’s repentance and return to the Lord cause the blessings of God to flow.


The Lord used “Jezreel”, which means the Lord scatters, to sow seeds producing restoration.


Israel will again be the people of God and the Lord will be their God.


The passing pleasures of sin are forgotten and the true pleasures of God are restored.

