Hosea Chapter 5



Treasures from the Book of Hosea

Hosea 5: [1] Hear ye this, O priests; and hearken, ye house of Israel; and give ye ear, O house of the king; for judgment is toward you, because ye have been a snare on Mizpah, and a net spread upon Tabor. [2] And the revolters are profound to make slaughter, though I have been a rebuker of them all. [3] I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hid from me: for now, O Ephraim, thou committest whoredom, and Israel is defiled. [4] They will not frame their doings to turn unto their God: for the spirit of whoredoms is in the midst of them, and they have not known the LORD. [5] And the pride of Israel doth testify to his face: therefore shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity; Judah also shall fall with them.


1. The Sinful State of Israel
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Hosea begins chapter 5 with the statement, “Hear ye this O priests; and hearken, ye house of Israel.”


Hosea wants the priests and people to hear what the Lord has to say.


God is pointing out the sins of the nation and how God will bring corrective measures. 


God has Hosea write to the priests, the people and the political house of the king.


The leadership of the nation has become like a snare or net and entangled the people in sin.


The leadership of the nation has endorsed idolatry.


Israel has fallen into idolatry serving golden calves, Baal the sun god and Ashtaroth the fertility goddess.


The priests are supposed to be spiritual leaders and are to set an example.


The political king is supposed to be a governmental leader and he is to set an example.


The people are supposed to be leaders in the home acting as parents and are to set an example.


Israel is supposed to be the people of God and their lives are being watched by the world.


God says the leadership of Israel has been “a snare on Mizpah and a net spread upon Tabor.”


Mizpah and Tabor were both mountains where men should be alert and watch over the nation.


Yet, those who are given responsibility to watch over Israel have dropped their guard and compromised.


In verse 2, their lack of leadership has brought sin into the nation which in turn brings death.


As God rebuked Israel for their sin and tried to call them to repentance, Israel continued in sin.


In verse 3, the sins of Ephraim (the largest tribe of Israel) and the rest of Israel are not hidden from God.


Israel has committed spiritual adultery which is unfaithfulness to God and worldliness.


Israel goes through the motions of religion but their heart is in carnality.

· Adam and Eve tried to hide their sin, in Genesis 3:8-10, but the Lord found them.


Genesis 3:8-10

[8] And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. [9] And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? [10] And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.
· Moses tried to hide his sin, in Exodus 2:12 but to no avail.

Exodus 2:12

[12] And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

· Achan tried to hide his sin, in Joshua 7:21-22, but he was discovered.

Joshua 7:21-22

[21] When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it.
[22] So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and the silver under it. 
· We can’t hide from the Lord
1 Corinthians  4:5

[5] …who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness


In verse 4, God says that Israel is stubborn, refusing to repent and forsake their sin.


Their hearts were possessed by sinful passions, locked in lusts and shackled by sorrowful affections.


Their persistent sin hardened their hearts, numbed their conscience and they deliberately disobeyed God.


In verse 5, Israel’s sin was centered around pride. 


Pride causes people not to yield to God’s authority in their lives. 


With their proud noses high in the air, the nation frequently stumbled.

Psalm 10:4

[4] The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts.


Israel is heading for the spiritual woodshed for God’s discipline and chastisement.


Hosea said pride would cause Israel to fall.


Historically, within about 40-50 years, Assyria came and surrounded Israel.

Israel paid annual tribute to the powers of Assyria (2Kings 17) and Judah (2Kings 18:14) paid tribute as well.

When the Assyrian King died, Israel and King Hoshea refused to continue to pay tribute to Assyria.

Israel’s King Hoshea was taken captive along with thousands of inhabitants from Israel. 
Hosea 5: [6] They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek the LORD; but they shall not find him; he hath withdrawn himself from them. [7] They have dealt treacherously against the LORD: for they have begotten strange children: now shall a month devour them with their portions.


2. The Swift Separation
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Israel is steeped in idolatry as they worshipped other gods.


Yet, Israel went through the motions of making a sacrifice to the Lord, but it was not from their heart.


The worship of God from Israel was not genuine.


Therefore the Lord says “he hath withdrawn himself from them.”


Back in Hosea 4:17 it says “Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.”


When trouble comes Ephraim will find out if their golden calves, sun god and fertility goddess can deliver them.  

In verse 7, God says “Israel hath dealt treacherously with the Lord.”


Israel has practiced idolatry, insincerity and immorality.


God says “they have begotten strange children.”


Israel practiced pagan rituals with temple prostitutes as they served their fertility goddess.


In the period of one month Israel would be devoured by the enemy and God would not help them.

Hosea 5: [8] Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and the trumpet in Ramah: cry aloud at Beth-aven, after thee, O Benjamin. [9] Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke: among the tribes of Israel have I made known that which shall surely be.


3. The Sobering Sentence
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Hosea writes “blow the trumpet”, which means sound the alarm, the invasion has begun.


Though this invasion is still years away, in the mind of God it is sealed and will happen just as God said.

God says that punishment will fall upon Ephraim and because God has withdrawn himself they will find no help.


Ephraim will soon become a desolate, heap of rubble. Israel will be invaded by the enemy.


The word of God will be fulfilled.


Psalm 93:5


[5] Thy testimonies are very sure

Hosea 5: [10] The princes of Judah were like them that remove the bound: therefore I will pour out my wrath upon them like water. [11] Ephraim is oppressed and broken in judgment, because he willingly walked after the commandment. [12] Therefore will I be unto Ephraim as a moth, and to the house of Judah as rottenness. [13] When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah saw his wound, then went Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent to king Jareb: yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your wound. [14] For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall rescue him. [15] I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.


4. The Sapping of Strength
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Hosea says “the princes of Judah were like them that remove the bound.”

Leadership has been given the responsibility to teach people the boundaries of what is right and wrong.


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Those in authority have moved the boundaries; boundaries of truth and morality.


Yet, God’s boundaries do not change!


Proverbs 22:28


[28] Remove not the ancient landmark

The leadership has moved the boundaries and the people want this as well Isaiah 30:9-10.


Isaiah 30:9-10

[9] That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD:
[10] Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:

· I remember reading the comic strip “Beetle Bailey.” Sarge was playing golf and Beetle was the caddy. Sarge hit the ball out of bounds and Beetle said “Sarge you hit the ball out of bounds but I will pick it up and move it back in bounds.” Sarge said “Beetle you can’t do that, cause it’s cheating, just move the boundaries out a little.”

· Isn’t that the same thing? Corruption and cheating?

Currently, the United States has 9 Supreme Court Justices.

They have a responsibility to protect the boundaries of society, but they want to re-define the boundaries.

The boundary of the sanctity of human life must be upheld. Aborting babies is still murder.

The boundary of prayer and Bible reading for our school children has been moved out.

We must protect the boundary of marriage between one man and one woman.

Today our society is paying for these gross errors of misjudgment.


The men of God who serve as Pastor must protect the boundary by firm Biblical preaching.


Yet many preachers have moved the boundary. 

They have decided it is okay to change the Book, their backbone and even their bride.

In verse 11,  Ephraim “willingly walked after the commandment”, which is the precepts of men.

Isaiah 59:14 says “truth is fallen in the street.”

Ephraim has rejected the Commandments of God and now walks by the commandments of men.

King Jeroboam said worship golden calves, serve the sun god and fertility goddess. 
The people willingly did so. For this great error the wrath of God will be poured out.
Friend, God has some boundaries in our lives. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Is God willing to let us walk after our own way?


God in His mercy and grace works in our lives when we get outside the boundary lines


If you belong to God, He will not let you walk freely outside the boundary


What happens when you get outside the boundary? 

God will begin to pour his wrath out on you in your private life and in your public life.


A. Decaying

12


God says “therefore will I be unto Ephraim as a moth and to the house of Judah as rottenness.”


God will work in the private life and cause decay.

The simple “clothes moth” lives in secret places; a place that is not easily seen, where it is dark.

The moth moves very little and they are hard to identify and easily can destroy the clothing


The female will begin to lay eggs before she is 1 week old. In fact she lays 100 eggs in 7-14 days 

The larva hatch and feed on the material of the garment.

Silently, slowly, and secretly they eat away the fabric of life.


Moth’s are easily dislodged and crushed. 


Anything regularly brushed or shaken will not be moth infested


When we get outside the boundary of God we need a good shaking


If you are outside the boundary, we become complacent and God moves in as a moth

1. Beauty Consumed

Ps 39:11 thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth


Things once precious and valued no longer moves you. You used to get excited about God

2. Values Corrupted

Mt 6:19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt

Moth’s eat holes in your pockets and things you once treasured as eaten away.


3. Righteousness Condemned

“As rottenness”, means that God will cause the fabric of your life to be unwoven and rotten.


Jms 5:2 your garments are motheaten. Your possessions are slowly rotting away.

In verse 13, Ephraim would attempt to pay tribute to the King of Assyria to bring peace.

Here the King is called Jareb, which means warrior. The enemy king is a warrior.

The people of God turned to the enemy before they would turn to the Lord.

As Ephraim was being eaten by the moth the Political Physician (King Jareb) could not heal or cure them. 


B. Destroying
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God says “therefore will I be unto Ephraim as a lion and as a young lion to the house of Judah.”

1. Lion Terrorizes


The lion will roar before and after the kill. Many are frightened by His roar. 


A lion roared every time as attacked a camp of workers. 

A lion took a man and killed him. The other workers heard the lion purring and ripping flesh.


It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of a living God.


The Word of God is still roaring today.


David sinned and we are reminded of his sin.


Gehazi sinned and was given leprosy and we are reminded of his sin.


Isaiah sinned and confessed, and Isaiah’s sin was forgiven.

Isaiah 6:7 “thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.”




2. Lion Tears

God says “I will tear and go away.”

Remember the man of God who stepped out of the will of God and the lion tore him apart.
1 Kings 13:24-25

[24] And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase.
[25] And, behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and the lion standing by the carcase: and they came and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt.

3. Lion Takes
God says “I will take away and none shall rescue him.”


1 Sam 17:34 -35

[34] And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock:
[35] And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him

David said a lion took a lamb out of the flock and David delivered the lamb.

In this text, God says “none shall rescue you.”
· There were workers afraid of lion attacks. They made a barrier made of thorns and thistles that they thought nothing could get through. But one night an adult lion made it thru. The lion came into the camp and reached 6 feet in the air and took a man off the top bunk bed. The lion grabbed the man by the throat and dragged him thru the briars and destroying him.

· You cannot escape the chastening hand of God.

C. Departing
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God says “I will go and return to my place.”


The moth did you no good, the lion has brought terror, has torn and taken away and you have not repented.


Therefore the Lord God says that He will go and return to His place.


Not that you loose your salvation, the indwelling of His Spirit but somehow withdraws His glory.


No longer can you pray, the Word does not speak to you, and the fellowship of His people is no longer sweet. 

How dreadful, to no longer to feel the power of God and, the prompting of the Holy Spirit.


If we get out of bounds we could loose the touch of God.


Where will God go? I will return to my place says the Lord.

 
Where is that? The Throne of Heaven, where He is looking at the Mercy Seat in heaven.

Hosea 5: [15] I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.


5. Seriously Seeking
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God will depart from Israel, leaving Israel bruised and bleeding.


How long will God stay away? “Till they acknowledge their offence.”

Until Israel confesses their sin and repents in seeking the face of God.

God is only working as a moth, as a lion, withdrawing Himself, TILL you acknowledge your sin
God is sitting at the mercy seat., in a ready place to hear from you!

God will Heal, what He has allowed to be torn, if you will turn!

God says “in their affliction they will seek me early.”


God will use this time of affliction, this time of chastisement, this invasion by the enemy for His glory!


Psalm 119:67, 71

[67] Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept thy word.
[71] It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes. 

Conclusion


There were construction workers building a tall building.

At lunch the Irishman said “Corned Beef!” “If I have corned beef one more day, I am gonna jump.”


The Mexican said “Burrito’s!” “If I have burrito’s one more day for lunch, I am gonna jump.”


The Redneck said “Bologna!” “If I have bologna one more day for lunch, I am gonna jump.”


The next day the Isriahman opened his lunch pail and saw corned beef and jumped.


The Mexican opened his lunch pail and saw burrito’s and jumped.


The Redneck opened his lunch pail and saw bologna and jumped.


At the funeral the Irishman’s wife said “If I’d known he was tired of corned beef I’d never given it again.”

The Mexican’s wife said “If I’d known he was tired of burrito’s I’d never given it to him again.”


The Redneck’s wife said “Hey don’t look at me, he made his own lunch.”


Many times we create our own problems and then try to blame someone else for our situation.


You must realize that God is trying to get your attention. Turn to the LORD!

