Hosea Chapter 6



Treasures from the Book of Hosea

Hosea 6: [1] Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. [2] After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. [3] Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.


1. The Challenge to Return
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The idolatry, immorality and indifference of Israel have brought the chastening hand of God.


God has said that He would withdraw Himself until Israel acknowledges their offence and repents.


In verse 1, Hosea attempts to persuade Israel to return from sin to serve the Lord.


Hosea wants Israel to recognize the power of authority that God has; “he hath torn and he hath smitten.”

Yes, Israel has done wrong and God has the power and authority to bring corrective measures.


But Hosea wants Israel to see that God also has the power to forgive and restore Israel.


Hosea writes “he hath torn, and he will heal us.” “He hath smitten and he will bind us up.”


Hosea wants Israel to humbly accept God’s chastening hand.


Rather than arguing and resisting the hand of God, Hosea wants Israel to humble themselves.


Hosea makes a strong appeal to Israel for a right attitude towards correction.


Hosea desires that Israel show tenderness for the corrective measures God will place upon Israel.


In verse 2, Hosea has faith and full confidence that Israel will be restored when they repent.


Israel may be chastened by the Lord but on the third day Hosea believes God will raise Israel up.


This is also certainly a prophecy about the cross of Jesus and His resurrection on the third day.


In verse 3, Hosea wants Israel to resolve to repent and purpose themselves to follow the Lord.


If Israel would seek the face of God and continue to do so, God will bless Israel mightily.


Because of Israel’s sins, God has withdrawn Himself and His blessings.


If Israel would return to the Lord, God will forgive and restore the blessings of God upon the people.


These blessings begin in the form of the latter and former rain. 


Daniel 1:8


[8] But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's
meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he 
might not defile himself.


Daniel purposed his heart to serve the Lord and he came out blessed for doing so.


God made Daniel to be the wisest man in the kingdom of Babylon because he resolved to serve God.

Hosea 6: [4] O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. [5] Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words of my mouth: and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth. [6] For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.


2. The Charges of Resistance
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In verse 4, God asks what shall be done unto Ephraim and Judah.


The divided kingdom brought sacrifices to God but their hearts loved idolatry and they lived in sin.


Remember Hosea has urged Israel to repent of sin and return to serve the Lord.


Maybe Israel acted like they were going to turn to the Lord.


But God, says the faithfulness of the people were as morning clouds and the early dew.


The faithfulness of God’s people quickly evaporates and dissipates.


In verse 5, God says this is why He has hewed them by the prophets.


God has sent His men to preach in order that the people of God might hear God’s love and warnings. 


God uses His men as sculptors in order to hew out Israel’s hearts of stone.


The stone should take the shape which the sculptor makes but Israel has resisted the will of God.


Therefore the stone which will not take the form the sculptor intends, will be destroyed.


God says He has “slain them by the words” of His mouth.


God slew them in word that He might not slay them in deed, but they resisted the word of God.


Hosea says God’s judgments are light in the midst of darkness. 


Jeremiah 23:29


[29] Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?

2 Timothy 4:2


[2] Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine.

In verse 6, Israel still went through the motions of offering sacrifices but they had forsaken mercy.  


Israel did not want the truth of the knowledge of God.


Remember back in Hosea chapter 4, that God brought to light the reality of Israel’s sin


Hosea 4:1, 2, 6

[1] Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.


[2] By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and 
blood toucheth blood.


[6] My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also 
reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also 
forget
thy children.


In versed 6, God says that He desires the people to have hearts full of mercy rather than a sacrifice.


Jesus quoted this passage twice in the New Testament, Matthew 9:13 and Matthew 12:7.


Israel brought animals to sacrifice but they would not give themselves.


Romans 12:1 


[1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

God wants Israel to have a right relationship with Him.


God wants our obedience and fellowship.


1 Samuel 15:22


[22] And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat 
of rams.




Mark 12:30


[30] And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.
Hosea 6: [7] But they like men have transgressed the covenant: there have they dealt treacherously against me. [8] Gilead is a city of them that work iniquity, and is polluted with blood. [9] And as troops of robbers wait for a man, so the company of priests murder in the way by consent: for they commit lewdness. [10] I have seen an horrible thing in the house of Israel: there is the whoredom of Ephraim, Israel is defiled. [11] Also, O Judah, he hath set an harvest for thee, when I returned the captivity of my people.


3. The Corrupt Roots
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In verse 7, God says Israel “like men have transgressed the covenant.”


The phrase “like men” is a reference to Adam, who violated the command of God.


With his sin, Adam lost the fellowship of God and suffered severe consequences and penalties.


Romans 5:12


[12] Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned:

Adam was removed from the Garden of Eden because of his sin.



Israel will be removed from the land because of their disobedience, unfaithfulness and rebellion.


In verse 8, God says that “Gilead is a city of them that work iniquity.”


The phrase “to work iniquity” simply means that the people follow sin and they lie in wait to sin..


The sin of the land has caused the land to be “polluted with blood.”


The phrase “polluted with blood” means that blood is shed and there are footprints.


You see love has been replaced by hatred.


In verse 9 the priests, who were supposed to lead the nation, have become entangled in corruption and sin.


The priests opened the door for more perversion and wickedness amongst the people.


God says the priests are like robbers. They are stealing the gifts of men and the glory of God.  


Luke 10:30-37


[30] And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

[31] And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the other side. [32] And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and 

passed by on the other side. [33] But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and 

when he saw him, he had compassion on him, [34] And went to him, and bound up his wounds, 

pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of 

him. [35] And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, 

and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will 

repay thee. [36] Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the 

thieves? [37] And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou 

likewise. 


In verse 10, God says He has seen a horrible thing in the house of Israel. 


Israel is defiled because of their idolatry and immorality.


The priests, God’s men, are approving Israel’s wicked lifestyle.


What are our churches approving today?


Homosexuality, abortion, drinking, gambling and living together are all still sin in the eyes of God.


In verse 11, God will chasten Israel through captivity, but captivity will be over.


When the captivity is over the returning exiles are considered a harvest.

Conclusion


There was donkey carrying a load of salt and was crossing a river and lost his footing and slipped in the 
water. The water dissolved the salt and the donkey was relieved of his burden and found his footing a 
got back up and walked out of the river.      



The next time the donkey came to the river with a load on his back, the thought he would get rid of his 
burden and let himself slip into the water. This time he was carrying a load of kitchen supplies and the 
sponges absorbed so much water that it caused the donkey to drown.


We think we can play with sin and float by. Sin will catch up with you and sin does bring death.


There are consequences to sinful living. 


May God help us to be faithful to Christ, fervent in our dedication and free from spiritual entanglements.
