Hosea Chapter 9



Treasures from the Book of Hosea

Hosea 9: [1] Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy, as other people: for thou hast gone a whoring from thy God, thou hast loved a reward upon every cornfloor. [2] The floor and the winepress shall not feed them, and the new wine shall fail in her. [3] They shall not dwell in the LORD's land; but Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and they shall eat unclean things in Assyria. [4] They shall not offer wine offerings to the LORD, neither shall they be pleasing unto him: their sacrifices shall be unto them as the bread of mourners; all that eat thereof shall be polluted: for their bread for their soul shall not come into the house of the LORD. [5] What will ye do in the solemn day, and in the day of the feast of the LORD?


1. The Joy of Israel Departed
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It is customary to rejoice at the time of the harvest. 


Israel rejoiced at prosperity but was unthankful to the Lord and thought themselves secure.


Israel has lately been giving the glory and credit for their harvest to the false gods that Israel has turned to.


According to 2 Kings 17:7-18, Israel served the goddess of fertility Ashtaroth.


Israel sacrificed their children in the fire to the pagan god Molech; the false fire god of protection.


Israel served the false god Baal. Baal is the pagan god of nature and fertility.


Israel bowed their knees and worshipped two golden calves in Bethel and Dan.

Israel worshipped the stars, moon, sun and others of the host of heaven.


Israel practiced magic, divination and witchcraft.

The spiritual condition of Israel is deplorable; continuing to be unrepentant for their sins.


Truly they have no reason to rejoice for they are about to reap the harvest of consequences for unfaithfulness.


God says that Israel has “gone a whoring from thy God.”


Israel was practicing idolatry and sexual fertility rites on their threshing floors and in their winepresses.


They were asking false gods for blessing upon the harvest and when it came they gave glory to them.
· It is an awful thing when one is rejoicing in the midst of sin.


According to verse 2, when the blessings of God were attributed to false Gods, God in judgment takes them away.


The Lord will halt the blessings of rainfall and prosperity upon Israel because of their sin.


The Lord will ensure that the future harvests will be insufficient.


In verse 3, the Lord says that God will cause Israel to be cast out of “the Lord’s land.”


Israel would return to “Egypt”, which is a representation of bondage and captivity.


God announces that Israel would eat “unclean things” in the land of Assyria.


Israel will be carried away into captivity by the Assyrians.


Israel has gone from the “great things” of God’s Word, and called God’s Word “strange things”, Hosea 8:12.


For their sin, Israel has slipped from “great things” to “unclean things.”


In verse 4, since Israel will be carried away into the land of Assyria, there will be no Temple to worship in.



Israel will no longer go through the motions of sacrifice unto the Lord.


The joy of Israel will be departed.


If they offer any sacrifice in the land of Assyria it will be the “bread of mourners.”


“Mourners bread” is eaten at a funeral feast.


According to Numbers 19:14, their bread is even considered unclean, for Israel is dead to the things of God.


Numbers 19:14


[14] This is the law, when a man dieth in a tent: all that come into the tent, and all that is in the tent, 
shall be unclean seven days.


In verse 5, since Israel will be in a foreign land and has become unclean how will they honor God?



The only prayer God will hear from Israel is when they acknowledge their sin and repent.

Hosea 9: [6] For, lo, they are gone because of destruction: Egypt shall gather them up, Memphis shall bury them: the pleasant places for their silver, nettles shall possess them: thorns shall be in their tabernacles. [7] The days of visitation are come, the days of recompence are come; Israel shall know it: the prophet is a fool, the spiritual man is mad, for the multitude of thine iniquity, and the great hatred.
[8] The watchman of Ephraim was with my God: but the prophet is a snare of a fowler in all his ways, and hatred in the house of his God. [9] They have deeply corrupted themselves, as in the days of Gibeah: therefore he will remember their iniquity, he will visit their sins.



2. The Judgment of Israel Declared
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God will bring the judgment of His wrath upon Israel and bring destruction.


God says “Egypt”, which is bondage, shall gather them up. Israel will be carried away by Assyria.


God says “Memphis shall bury them.” 

Memphis was the ancient capital of Egypt and is a celebrated place of burial.


Since Israel is dead to the things of God, God will ensure the dead are buried.


Remaining in verse 6, Hosea says that nettles, thorns and weeds will possess the houses Israel leaves behind.


Israel will become a land of barrenness and waste.  


In verse 7, Hosea says that the judgment of God will surely come.


Israel will “know it”, but by then it will be too late.

Hosea says there are so called prophets who pronounce that everything is good, but they are fools. 


The false prophets predicted prosperity but God will not bless the mess Israel is advocating.


In verse 8, Hosea was one of the true prophet’s who walked with the Lord.


Yet, the tribe of Ephraim has tried to become the monitor and watchman for Israel.


But rather than guarding and watching against disaster they have become agents of disaster.

The false prophet who says peace, peace when there is no peace is a “snare of the fowler.”

The bird-catcher uses seed to entice the bird to entrapment. It is a wrong interpretation of seed.


Thus the leadership of Israel and the religious men scorned the warning of God.


The word of God is precious seed and we must rightly divide the word of truth.


We must use the Word of God for it’s intent, which is to give men liberty rather than entrap men. 

In verse 9, Hosea says that the people “have deeply corrupted themselves.”


The days of Hosea were likened to the days of Gibeah in Judges 19.


In Judges 19, Israel was terribly shamed. The men of the land desired to rape the Levite.


His concubine was sent out and the men of the land sexually abused her and she was murdered.


The days of Hosea were days of immorality, sexual abuse and horrific iniquity.


For their sin, God will “visit” and hold Israel accountable for their wickedness.     

Hosea 9: [10] I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstripe in the fig tree at her first time: but they went to Baal-peor, and separated themselves unto that shame; and their abominations were according as they loved. [11] As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird, from the birth, and from the womb, and from the conception. [12] Though they bring up their children, yet will I bereave them, that there shall not be a man left: yea, woe also to them when I depart from them! [13] Ephraim, as I saw Tyrus, is planted in a pleasant place: but Ephraim shall bring forth his children to the murderer. [14] Give them, O LORD: what wilt thou give? give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts. [15] All their wickedness is in Gilgal: for there I hated them: for the wickedness of their doings I will drive them out of mine house, I will love them no more: all their princes are revolters. [16] Ephraim is smitten, their root is dried up, they shall bear no fruit: yea, though they bring forth, yet will I slay even the beloved fruit of their womb. [17] My God will cast them away, because they did not hearken unto him: and they shall be wanderers among the nations.


3. The Justice to Israel Described
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When God first found and favored Israel, the fruit and joy of Israel was a special delight.   


Certainly grapes are unusual in the wilderness, but the fellowship between God and Israel was wonderful.


God say the patriarchs of Israel has “firstripe” figs. First-ripe figs are the early figs and are the sweetest.


There was time when Israel walked with God and it was special.


But Israel “went to Baalpeor”, which means Israel turned from walking with God to serve false idols.


The sweetness of Israel was ruined by their sinfulness.


Numbers 25:3


[3] And Israel joined himself unto Baal-peor: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel.

In verse 11, God says that for the sins of the people, the glory of Ephraim will “flee away like a bird.”


Ephraim is the largest tribe in Israel by population.


God will no longer bless the population of Ephraim with future births, pregnancies or even conception.

 
God will bring barrenness to the womb.


This is what sin does; it leaves us barren.

In verses 12 through 14, God says He will cause those who are already born to be destroyed.


God will cut short the lives of the children of Ephraim. God will bring bereavement upon Israel.


In verse 13, “Ephraim, as I saw Tyre is planted in a pleasant place”, refers to the prosperity of Ephraim.


Prosperity caused Ephraim to drift away from God. Is prosperity ruining future generations?   


Is verse 14, God will give Ephraim a “miscarrying womb and dry breasts.”



In verse 15, God says that “all their wickedness is in Gilgal.”


Gilgal was the place where Israel crossed over into the Promised Land. Great hope was before Israel.


Yet Israel turned from serving the Lord and desired a man to serve as king like other nations.


It was at Gilgal that Israel revolted and rejected the authority of God.


Now God will reject Israel.


Just as Hosea had experienced with his adulterous wife Gomer, God is experiencing with Israel.


God will drive Israel away and will no longer favor them.


In verse 16, God will allow Assyria to take Israel away into captivity.


The Assyrian’s were a vicious and brutal people; treating women and children with great injury. 


In verse 17, God will cast Israel away just as they had cast God away.


Though God warned Israel and warned Israel they would not hear nor heed the voice of the Lord.


Israel will become “wanderers among the nations.”

